
Riverview Elementary School

Riverview Elementary, 
a school of opportunity, where 

collaboration and innovation inspire 
lifelong learners 

and global citizens.

Celebrate Kindergarten!





A Glimpse of 
Kindergarten…



Kindergarten Registration
What to do?

5:30-6:15
Registration: 

Complete paperwork and tour the building.
Work on stations with different activities.

~ The parent and child will complete the activities 
together including touring the building.

6:15-6:30
 Meet Dr. Grengs and Kindergarten Staff

 Questions



Staff

 Kim Grengs, Principal

 Jennifer Needham, Teacher on Special Assignment

 Sally VanValkenburg, Administrative Assistant

 Ruth Ann Fischer, Student Secretary

 Kathy Willhoite, Student Counselor

 Nurse, Jen Burton







Beginning of the School Year



January Writing Sample













Community Building Day



























Kindergarten Teachers

Diane Titusdahl 

Renee Schultz

Beth Schneider   

Julie Garofalo

Caroline Bussmann

Anna Stevens



Learning Specialists

Kindergarten Specialists

• Exploration Specialists: 

• Mrs. Bakken & Mrs. Schaffer

Grades 1-5 Specialists

• Music: Mrs. Lindell-Woody

• Physical Education: Mrs. Olson

• Art: Mr. Stanley

• Library: Mrs. Berg

• iNature Specialist: Ms. Current



School Hours 

Students arrive between 

8:15-8:30.

School begins at 8:30 and 

ends at 3:00.



Health Information

• Make sure to turn in your immunizations

• Let the school know of  allergies or special 
medical needs



Sample Schedule
Kindergarten

Opening

Math or Literacy Block

Stations/Choice

Story time

Concept lesson

Lunch/Recess/Rest

Specialists

Concept lesson

Story time/Snack

Stations/Choice

Writing

Story time

Closure/Dismiss



Bus Information

 When will I find out who my child’s 
teacher is – August

 When will I be notified of bus schedules 
–August

 Bus safety - September



ATTENDANCE IS AN INTEGRAL 
PART OF YOUR CHILD’S 
EDUCATION.



INFORMATION

All students should be dropped 
off  at the front doors and picked 

up at the office. All other doors 
will remain locked throughout 
the day to ensure everyone’s 
safety.  Thank you for your 

cooperation.



Parent Phone Calls

In order to avoid distracting from learning, parent 

phone calls will not be transferred to the classroom 

during the school day.  You may call the elementary 

office and a message will be taken and delivered to 

the student or teacher.  Please try to plan ahead and 

send a note with your child in the morning with 

any changes in their schedule.

Thanks!



FYI: For Parents
Is your child sleep deprived?

• A pre-school child needs about 11 hours and an 
elementary child needs 10.5 hours per night. 

• Another interesting fact is based on the 
research that if you study material and then 
sleep on it, your chances of retaining the 
information increase considerably. 

• So is sleep important in the life of a child?  
Absolutely. Children that lack sleep have a more 
difficult time learning in school.  

Additional information is available at:  www.Brains.org
A Student’s Brain: The Parent/Teacher Manuel

by Kathie F. Nunley

http://www.brains.org/




Student Expectations: 
ABOVE THE LINE

ABOVE THE LINE BELOW THE LINE THE BOTTOM LINE

• Be Responsible

• Be Self Disciplined

• Make Healthy Choices

• Be Caring and Fair

• Persevere

• Be Respectful

• Be a Good Citizen

• Be Honest and 

Trustworthy

• Be Courageous

• Disrespectful

• Swearing

• Teasing

• Threatening the 

safety of others

• Uncooperative

• Wasting Time

• Any type of 

harassment

• Assault

• Possession of or use

of drugs

• Theft

• Threats & 

intimidation

• Vandalism

• Weapons



Kindergarten
Readiness

How can I prepare my 
child for the academic 

rigors of kindergarten?



Talk Together

• Children learn about language by listening and joining in 
the conversation. 

• Talk as you play with your child.  Asking open-ended 
questions helps your child deepen thinking skills.

• Choose books that interest your child to give more to 
talk about.



Sing Together
• Songs slow down language so children can hear the 

different sounds that make up words.

• Find children’s music at the public library

• Make up your own silly songs starring your child!

• Some favorite children’s musicians: Raffi, Greg and 
Steve, Dr.Jean



Read Together
• Shared reading – or reading books together 

– is the single best way to help your child 
get read to read.

• Children who enjoy being read to are more 
likely to enjoy reading themselves, which 
leads to sucess in all school subjects.

• Take advantage of the Farmington Public 
Library’s large children’s collection as well 
as their many children’s activities and 
events.



Write Together
• Provide your child with lots of opportunities 

to write or draw.  

• Create a writing station in your home with a 
variety of paper and writing materials such 
as markers, sparkly pens, or fancy pencils.

• A child’s first written story is a 
picture/scribble.  Honor your child’s first 
attempts at self expression via drawing.

• Writing and reading are inextricably linked!  



Play Together
• Children learn language by interacting with 

others and also by interacting with their 
physical surroundings. 

• Play games, visit parks and playgrounds, go 
for walks all provide a foundation for 
language. 



The Nitty-Gritty of 
Kindergarten 

Readiness
http://www.harvardhomemaker.com/wp-

content/uploads/2013/07/kindergartentipsthingstothinkabout_4021
4_l.jpg

• Practical tips for preparing your child for life in 
kindergarten.



Can They Take Care of 
Themselves and Their Clothes?

• If your child goes to the bathroom at school, can she 

button her pants up again? 

• When it’s time for recess, can your son zip his jacket? 

• What if your daughter’s shoes come untied–can she tie 
them again without help?

• Velcro is a kindergarten teacher’s best friend!



Encourage Being 
Responsible for Their Own 

Things
• When you go somewhere with your kids, do you always 

pack everything up and then carry it yourself? 

• Begin to expect your child to be more independent with 
belongings.  Create a routine where your child’s 
belongings have specific places and your child cleans up 
and puts away his/her items. 

• Becoming more responsible in this way can really help 
your child transition more easily into kindergarten.



Lunchtime: Can They Open 
Everything?
• As parents, you may pack your child’s lunch with the 

utmost love and care, but can he/she even open everything 
when it comes time to eat it?! 

• Start having your child begin trying to open everything 
independently, with support and encouragement. 

• Your child will be proud of accomplishing these seemingly 
simple tasks.

• As parents, we often take these small skills for granted, but 
they can really instill so much confidence in a child. 



Talk About It… But Not 
Too Much!
• Discuss kindergarten–telling them about all the 

exciting things they’d be doing! 

• It’s good to talk about what’s to 

come so your child is better prepared, 

but try to read your child’s reactions. 

• Maybe you’ll need to reassure her 

that everything is going to be okay, 

and other kids will have questions, too. 



Label EVERYTHING!
• This tip is more for you than for your child. Things 

will definitely get lost, so LABEL EVERYTHING to 
improve the chances of things coming back to 
you! 



Create Traditions for the 
First Day of School

• Now, the fun stuff!! Yes, starting school 
can be very stressful for a new kindergartener 
(and the parents!), but it’s also very exciting. 

• It’s a whole new adventure, and you want 
to treat it as such! When you think about it, 
school will be the central part of your child’s life 
for the next 13+ years, so you definitely want to 
shed the most positive light on it that you can. 

• With that, why not start some first-day-of-
school traditions?



Parent Teacher Partnership
• The parent leadership group that will 

direct family activities throughout the 
school year which include: fundraising, 
communication, promote volunteer efforts 
to benefit students, and promote school 
spirit.



Kid Connection (School Age Care)
At Kid Connection relationships are nurtured, 

community thrives and children flourish!

• Before and After School Care!!
• Non School Days and Summer!!

www.FarmingtonKidConnection.com

Stop by our Community Education table 
TONIGHT for registration information
or check out our website at:



IF I HAD MY CHILD TO RAISE OVER AGAIN…

If I had my child to raise all over again, I’d finger paint 
more and point the finger less.
I’d do less correcting and more connecting.
I’d take my eyes off my watch, and watch with my eyes.
I would care to know less, and know to care more.
I’d take more hikes and fly more kites.
I’d stop playing serious, and seriously play!
I’d run through more fields, and gaze at more stars.
I’d do more hugging and less tugging.
I would be firm less often, and affirm much more.
I’d build self-esteem first, and the house later.  
I’d teach less about the love of power and more about 
the power of love!



It’s the goal of every teacher to 
have a classroom of students 

who learn, are challenged, and 
achieve.

DuFour, DuFour, Eaker, Karhanek, National Educational Service, 2004



Thank you 
for attending 
Kindergarten 
Registration


